


   

 The Chair’s Rambles of 2021 

Lucie MacArthur 

This year was all about staycations and walking holidays within the UK for me.
I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity and be part of four walking 
adventures in four different areas of the country. 

Having heard so much about it over the years, in May I experienced in person ‘the 
well known to many’ Patterdale Hotel in the Lake District.  Its perfect location meant 
that we were able to enjoy wonderful walks directly from the hotel door and the 
excellent three course dinners filled our tummies each evening after long days of 
hiking in the surrounding mountains. 

My second walking trip was nearer to home on the Sandstone Trail in Cheshire (see 
a separate article written by Anne Fletcher on page 6). 

The third walking adventure was along the Nidderdale Way.  Starting in Pateley 
Bridge and following the 53 mile long route round, we visited attractive Yorkshire 
villages such as Ripley with its castle as well as the spectacular gritstone formations 
of Brimham Rocks.  We stayed in a country inn in Middlesmoor.  The village itself 
is accessed by a long winding road and situated on top of a hill with stunning views 
all around with only the Yorkshire Moors beyond. 

The fourth and most recent walking holiday was also in Yorkshire, this time in a 
market town of Leyburn.  After a wet start to the week (which forced some of our 
walking party to shelter in a cinema in Richmond watching the new James Bond 
movie!!) me and a couple of fellow ramblers enjoyed two scenic walks, one in the 
hills just south of Kettlewell and one taking in the waterfalls of Askrigg and Aysgarth.

So overall a successful year full of walking not only in the Peak District but also 
further afield, despite the lingering restrictions in place.  As this year draws to an 
end, so do my walking adventures.  Planning has started already for next year’s 
rambles so plenty more exciting places to explore and plenty more miles to cover! 

And on that note, I would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year 2022 and here are a few photos from this year. 

 
Riber     January 2021 
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Lake District     May 2021 

  
Yorkshire     October 2021 Above the Dove     March 2021 
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 Walks programme 
Our January to April programme, which accompanies this issue, will operate in the 
same way as the last programme.  Leaders can choose whether to restrict numbers 
on their walks; consequently for around one walk in four you must book with 
the leader in advance; for other walks just turn up on the day.  There have been 
recent changes to how you pay at several car parks in the Peak District, some now 
require use of a phone app as the only method.  Full details of booking and car 
parking are in the walks programme and on our website. 

‘Map Reading and Navigation Skills’ Walk 

★ Date: Saturday 23rd April 2022 

★ Booking required, maximum 8 people on ‘first come’ basis 

★ For more details and to book please contact Kevin Wagstaffe directly by
email to kevin.wagst@hotmail.com, or by telephone on 07756 655842 

★ If the above date becomes full or if you are not available, other dates can 
be arranged - please contact Kevin to discuss 

New Treasurer ... and other vacancies 
After ten years, Richard will be resigning as Treasurer at the next AGM, in or around 
November 2022.  We are therefore looking for a successor, and want to identify
someone NOW so that a gradual hand over can take place over the coming year. 

The position requires: 

o Check and pay invoices and expenses claims, around 40 in a year. 

o Attend of the Group committee meetings, two or three each year, and the 
AGM of the Group, and present a short report at each 

o Each June, prepare a budget for the following financial year 

o In early October, compile the annual accounts for auditing and presenting 
to the AGM. 

If you are interested, please contact Richard, telephone 07740 459015 or 
01773 550155, or email richardalton@btinternet.com. 

The positions of Environment Officer and Social Secretary are still vacant, and 
we also want to recruit additional members to the Committee, not necessarily for 
any specific role initially.  Anyone interested, please contact Marie, our Secretary, 
07812 231847, enquiries@derbyshiredalesramblers.org.uk, and we would be 
happy for you to come to one of our meetings to get an idea of how we operate. 

 

 Front cover: Autumn scene between Congreave and Stanton in Peak  
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 Steps Together 
Steps Together links volunteers with 
people who are physically fit and 
would like a ‘boots on’, off-road walk 
but, for a variety of reasons, cannot
walk alone.  This may be due to a 
lack of confidence or an illness like 
mild dementia.  As we all know, 
getting out in the countryside makes 
a huge difference to both our mental 
and physical wellbeing. 

They usually walk for between two
and five miles on terrain that they are 
comfortable (and usually familiar) 
with.  Time,  place and  distance  is a

 

 shared decision but always one that the volunteer is happy with. 

The long term aim is for people to feel comfortable to join a walking group, 
independent of Steps Together where possible. 

Derbyshire Dales CVS have asked us to publicise this, and ask if any of our
members could assist as volunteers.  If you think you could help, please contact 
Debbie at DD CVS, tel 01629 812154, debbie@ddcvs.org.uk, www.ddcvs.org.uk. 

 

 
Bridget Eirene Freeman 

9/9/48 to 21/9/21 

From Rosemary Symes: 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the 
death of Bridget Freeman.  Bridget from Belper 
was a keen Rambler who regularly walked with 
us until a few years ago. 

A keen animal lover, writer and musician, 
Bridget had moved up from Northampton to be 
nearer the Peak District.  She had a great 
sense of humour and a mischievous character 
and loved the countryside and walking.  

 

 Bridget showed great determination to establish the cause of her health problems, 
which eventually confirmed her fears that she had contracted Lyme Disease several 
years ago.  She then had to embark on an equally difficult task of getting treatment.

Her memorial at Markeaton was attended by many relatives, neighbours and 
ramblers and included tributes from her friends. She will be greatly missed. 
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 Sandstone Trail 

Anne K Fletcher 

 

(Nicknamed by The Group: Sweetcorn Trail)     Approx. 34 miles 

The Sandstone Trail Walk is a linear walk within Cheshire which follows the elevated 
ridge of sandstone hills, for approximately 55 Kilometres / 34 miles.  A small group 
of Derbyshire Dales Ramblers decided to give this a go over a long weekend in 
August 2021.  The Group followed the North - South route from Frodsham across 
green country, from the broad Mersey Estuary through rural north Shropshire 
finishing the walk along a section of the Llangollen Canal to the Georgian market
town of Whitchurch. 
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 The Group followed wooded escarpments, sandstone cliffs, viewpoints and caves; 
undulating, ancient mixed-wooded pastures and farmland, vast corn-on-cob fields 
(hence The Group’s Nickname: Sweetcorn Trail), damp-wet Delamere Forest,
prehistoric hillforts, dramatic medieval and Victorian castles on hilltops, National 
Trust land, a touching memorial to Kitty Stone, heathland and heather, half timbered 
black-and-white and sandstone manor houses, farms, Roman roads, sunken green 
lanes, saltways, streams and rural canals.  The Group’s accommodation overnight 
was taken in a couple of historical inns on route.  Also the beginning of the Route 
started at a steel and sandstone obelisk alongside the Bears Paw on Frodsham’s 
Main Street. 

The weather was mixed, starting off with heavy rain on the first day which did
hamper The Group’s views.  The final day was, however, much brighter and The 
Group had some wonderful views and lofty panoramas over Wales and the 
Pennines. 

 

New Members 
It is always a pleasure to welcome new members.  In this issue we welcome the 
following to the Derbyshire Dales Ramblers and hope they will enjoy the range of 
walks we have to offer. 

Kathryn Birkinshaw Andrew & Janice Forsyth Sylvia Long 

Christine Boxall Kate Green Tony & Carol Mytton

Malcolm and Pamela Boura Kevin and Jane Harrison Carrie Pearson 

Tim Bryant Michelle Jackson Wendy Stirling 

Catherine and Richard Coleman John and Louise Jarman Neil Wildey 
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 Michael (Mick) Mackfall 
1/5/49 to 20/9/21 

From Nick Stephens: 

Many of you will remember Mick and what a 
pleasure it was to walk with him as he was so 
knowledgeable about local history.  We were 
saddened to hear of his recent death, and several 
DDR members attended his funeral in October. 

The following is an extract from the eulogy given 
by Steve Flitter, a friend of Mick for many years, 
and which he has kindly summarised for us. 

Mick was a modest, thoughtful and caring man 
who had many interests, and was always 
reasoned  in  his  thoughts,   but  those  who  really  

 

knew him realised he was more at ease discussing anything other than himself and 
his achievements. 

As a fit young man Mick was a keen runner and the challenge of a marathon did not 
sway him from taking part in the London to Brighton, New York and London events.  
It was because of his love of the outdoors and a desire to keep active that he spent 
many years with the Ramblers, joining and leading many interesting walks and then 
discussing the day’s activities with family and friends.  He loved the people he spent 
time with, always taking the opportunity to listen and share their interests. 

Mick also found time to continue his studies through the Open University, gaining a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Science, but his knowledge was far wider as he held a wealth 
of reasoned views, from current affairs, wildlife, climate change, local history and 
the lives of those who made a difference in our community. 

Mick was an accomplished darts, domino and snooker player who enjoyed 
spending evenings with friends and taking a leading role as treasurer / secretary at 
the Matlock Club on Dale Road, enjoying a pint and a whisky and reminiscing about 
the people he grew up with and sharing his knowledge of football, many other sports

 

sportsmen and sportswomen. 

Mick enjoyed life, his friends 
and his family.  Those who had 
the pleasure of knowing him 
will all be able to share and 
remember the good times. 

Mick, front row third from right, at 
the children’s playground in Lea, 
on a walk on 12/6/17 

 8  



   

 Group Footpath Secretary and Access Officer 

Martin Bennett 

Tel: 01629 820142 or 07875 311910, email: footpaths@derbyshiredalesramblers.org.uk 

 

 My highly enjoyable role often takes me to 
many new places in the Derbyshire Dales. 
I get invites from parish path wardens to look 
together at particular path issues or decide 
that a planning application needs a closer 
look on the ground.  Whatever the weather, 
there is always an excuse to don my boots 
and head out to somewhere such as Ible, 
Marston Montgomery or Somersal Herbert, 
where I can clamber down a beck path, walk 
through woods or stroll across moorland. 

 

What would enhance my pleasure of walking 
the paths even more is to have the 
occasional bench to sit upon, to eat my lunch 
and ponder my map, (above, example at 
Millington Green Junction).  Indeed, I would 
like to see a focus on improving the outside 
infrastructure with more seating, covered 
areas, water fountains and a reversal of the 
closure of public toilets.  If we are to 
encourage more people to become healthier 
by exploring our wonderful countryside, 
there needs to be somewhere for them to 
rest and shelter. 

I have reported a footbridge starting to lose 
its footings on the Callow / Wirksworth 
boundary, (top right).  Cattle are poaching 
land as they access the beck.  It is best 
practice for livestock to not access 
waterways.  Crossing the A52 at the 
Ashbourne A515 roundabout, (right), to walk 
the paths of Clifton proved a challenge and 
I have requested Highways for ideas to 
improve the safety for walkers. 

New path wardens to parishes that have not 
previously received much attention are 
making a particularly welcome improvement. 
The vacant parishes of Cubley and Snelston, 
for example, each have 31 paths and they 
offer a delightful opportunity for exploration. 
If you are interested in having a chat about 
what the role entails, do please give me a 
ring. 

It is hopeful that the threat of extinguishment 
of Yeaveley  FP 12 has  been averted  and a 

 

 9  



   

 diversion will now take place.  All rights of 
way should have a signpost where they 
leave a highway and I would like this coming 
year’s focus to be reporting as many missing 
or damaged signposts as possible.  My view 
is that a good part of the RoW network, 
especially the northern section of Derbyshire 
Dales, is in a reasonable state, although the 
last few months over summer will have seen 
many paths overgrown.  The circa 1,700 km 
of RoW District network is further supported 
by the Peak and Northern Footpath Society. 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW) continue to 
work mostly from home, though are out and 
about following up footpath issues promptly.  
Peter White, PRoW manager, has retired, 
and Rob Greatorex is the Interim manager. 

Diversion Orders and consultations have 
continued to come through, though still fewer 
in number than before the pandemic.  There 
have been fourteen since July.  The majority 
are straightforward diversions or upgrades 
from a footpath to a bridleway.  An upgrade 
to a higher status is usually on historical 
documentary evidence.  Any objection can 
only be on legal grounds. 

Eighteen planning applications where a RoW 
may be affected are for the most part 
uncontroversial, apart from one objection.  
Almost all responses if they have a ‘No 
objection’ carry the caveat ‘providing the 
RoW remains unaffected at all times, both 
during and after any development’. 

I have attended a RDRoWC (Area Footpath) 
meeting in October.  Ploughing and cropping 
issues continue to be a focus with a 
consideration of possible legal action.  The 
FP connecting Cardlemere Lane and Green 
Lane in Hartington Nether Quarter, (top 
right), now has at least part of its route from 
the ORPA* end evident on the ground.  I had 
a recent meeting with Highways, PRoW, 
Peak District  Green  Lanes  Alliance  and the  

PNFS about repairs and a possible Traffic 
Regulation Order to the BOAT* on Back 
Lane, Darley Dale. 

It will be one year since I took up the 
additional post of Access Officer in 
November.  Access Land is 21 years old and 
was a tremendous achievement.  The 
National Park has about 500 square 
kilometres of Access Land.  This allows 
walkers to roam anywhere within it.  It is 
shown on the OS Explorer maps by a light 
brown boundary.  An increase in access 
points would be beneficial, both here and 
nationally.  I would welcome a member who 
may be interested in jointly working with me. 

I would like to thank David Selkirk who has 
recently retired as path warden for several 
parishes.  David has worked tirelessly 
walking, monitoring and maintaining the 
Derbyshire path network for many years. 

*ORPA = Other Route with Public Access 
*BOAT = Byway Open to All Traffic 

Below is a link to PRoW’s online Definitive 
Map, where RoW matters can be reported. 
I would like to encourage members to either 
contact me or to report any RoW matters 
directly to PRoW, forwarding me the report. 

 

 https://maps.derbyshire.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Ordnance_Survey_Maps 
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 Area Committee and Peak District Local Access Forum  
 No Area committee meetings have been held 

since 6-1-21 and the AGM on 16-1-21.  The 
new chair has had to step down due to 
illness.  It is hoped to have a meeting to 
resurrect the committee facilitated by 
Ramblers central office.  Any members 
interested in getting involved would be very 
welcome. 

A PDLAF meeting was held in September.  
The recent Right to Roam campaign was 
discussed.  This proposes extending access 
to fields, woods and waterways.  Car parking 
charges for the PDNP are to increase and be 
extended.  The new proposed Highway Code 
is to introduce a hierarchy of road users and 
to strengthen pedestrian priority on 
pavements and crossings.  Green Lanes 
subgroup site meetings with Highways at 
Bamford Clough, Cave Dale, Chapel Cate, 
Cressbrook, and Jacob’s Ladder met to 
consider    surface   repairs.     I   attended   a  

PDNPA meeting in July on Sustainable 
Transport, Leisure, Recreation and Tourism. 

Both the Agricultural Bill and the 
Environmental Bill have been disappointedly 
silent on the 2018 proposals to make 
payments to farmers and landowners for an 
increase and enhancement of both access 
and in wildlife habitat. 

Ramblers’ Pathwatch is currently being 
revamped, hopefully with improvements to 
make it more accessible and effective. 

The Open Spaces Society highlighted the 
trial of ‘invisible fencing’, where livestock is 
tagged to create electronic boundaries. 

I would like to continue to encourage the 
filling of the vacant role of Environment 
Officer, both for Groups and Area.  This is a 
vital position, monitoring both planning 
development and the enhancement of the 
landscape. 

 

 Parishes currently without wardens 

Abney & Abney Grange Hartington Town Quarter Outseats 
Bakewell Hathersage Snelston 
Blackwell in the Peak Hazlebadge Somersal Herbert 
Chelmorton Highlow South Darley 
Cubley Ible Stoney Middleton 
Doveridge Little Hucklow Sudbury 
Eaton and Alsop Litton Taddington 
Elton Marston Montgomery Thorpe 
Flagg Matlock Bath Tideswell 
Foolow Norbury and Roston Wheston 

 

Great Hucklow 
Grindlow 
Harthill 
Hartington Middle Quarter 
Hartington Nether Quarter 

35 parishes vacant, 
39 PPWs cover 75 parishes. 

The parish of Mappleton can 
also be available. 

Contact me if interested, 
see top of page 9. 

 

An ‘alternative’ 
Christmas Day  

 

As in the past two years, Sue and Ian Weatherley 
will be organising a walk on Christmas Day.  Meet 
at Minninglow Car Park (free), SK 194 581, 
DE4 2PN, at 10.00 am.  8 miles, shorter options 
available.  See walks programme or website.  No 
need to book, phone 01629 636350 if you need 
further information. 
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Above: Wednesday Long Walk Ramblers, 
ages from mid 50’s to mid 80’s and rambling 
years of 5 up to 30, on 17th November at 
Ilam Hall Photo: Andrew Willis 

Walk on 24th November from Wetton up to 
Back of Ecton trig point; above right: looking 
down onto Ecton; right: further round the 
access land looking towards Thors cave. 

Photos: Nick Stephens 

 

 

 

 
Next Edition 

Last date for copy for the next edition: 19 March 2022. 

Please contact: Martin Phillips (Editor): Tel: 01773 829180 / 07743 370968 

footprints@derbyshiredalesramblers.org.uk 

Walking and travel related articles are always welcome; anything from a few lines 
up to a page or two, A5 size.  And     preferably with photos if appropriate. 

 

In addition, you can just send any pictures of walks or our local 
countryside, with a brief caption of where it is. 

See website for further information on how to contribute. 

www.derbyshiredalesramblers.org.uk 
 

 

You are receiving this communication because we believe that it would be of interest to 
you as a member.  If you would rather not receive similar information in future, please let 
us know.  You can email ramblers@ramblers.org.uk, change your preferences online at 
www.ramblers.org.uk or call 020 3961 3232.  Note that requests must be made directly 
to Ramblers (Central Office), and not to Derbyshire Dales Group. 
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